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A treasure trove of data is now at
everyone's fingertips, allowing
anyone to gain deeper insight into
the country.

By CHRISTOPHER FAM
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DID you know that a 10kg bag of
rice is cheapest in Perlis and
Pahang, at anly RM22.28, while
the very same bag can fetch as
much as RM30 in Sarawak?

These and other interesting
stalistics can be found on the
NextGen OpenDOSM portal
created by the Department of
Statistics Malaysia (DOSM).

The platform has been
making waves on social mecia
since it got a major revamp
early this month, with bath
experts and enthusiasts
praising it for its potenhal uses.

And in just five days of its
“upgrade”, over 32,000 users
had accessed the platform and
information dashboards. as
well as downloaded raw data
from the site.

But the big question is: How
does the average Malaysian
benefit from the vast trove of
data?
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In-depth information

On the wehsite, OpenDOSM
is described as: “A platform
that catalogues, visualises, and
analyses Malaysia's wealth of
data

“Everything on this site is
open-sourced and freely
available for the nation’s
henefit. If data is the new oll,
then openness is the pipeline
that maximises its value.”

It currently hosts 168
different datasets divided into
12 themes with 16 information
dashboards.

Examples of thematic data
include petrol pricing and
economic indicators like the
Consumer Price Index (CPT),
exchange rates, gross domestic
product (GDP), and ernployrent
rates.

It also hosts pricing data from
the Domestic Trade and Cost of
Living Ministry’s PriceCatcher
app. which boasts 28 million
entries, including the price of
rice cited earlier

The datasets even include
amusing tidbits such as the
increase in demand for red
notes during Chinese New Year
and green notes during Hari
Raya Aidilfitri

According to the chief
stafistician, Datuk Seri Dr
Mohd Uzir Mahidin, the goal of
OpenDOSM is to provide data
to the public in an open and
seamless manner with minimal
downtime

“Datasets in this platform
are presenterd ip a data
catatogue and dashboard with
comprehensive metadata. It
also contains the Limitations of
use for each dataset.

“OpenDOSM henefits the
publir in such a way that
datasets are swnmarised and
presented in easy-to-understand
graphs and tables, which can be
used as a referenre or input for
informed decision-making," he
said
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