MINISTRY OF ECONOMY
DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS MALAYSIA

\ THE 12™ MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON
I STATISTICS OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN SERVICES (WGSITS12) ‘

The 12 Meeting of the Working Group on Statistics of International Trade in Services (WGSITS12) was
successfully held on 8-9 September 2025 in Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan, hosted by the Department of
Statistics Malaysia (DOSM). The meeting gathered 22 participants from ASEAN Member States (AMS),
Malaysian representatives, and the ASEAN Secretariat (ASEANstats) to exchange best practices, discuss
methodological developments, and strengthen cooperation in international trade in services statistics.

WGSITS12 provided ASEAN with a platform to review past initiatives and set future directions for the next
five years. Delegates discussed achievements, challenges, and data practices in trade in services, while
also preparing the 2026-2030 work plan to align with ASEAN’s economic goals. The meeting further
exchanged views on enhancing cooperation under the ASEAN-Help-ASEAN Framework (AHAF) and
received updates on new international guidelines shaping the future of services trade statistics.

As part of Malaysia’s chairmanship, DOSM shared its national work plan and experience in compiling
Statistics of International Trade in Services (SITS), highlighting initiatives to improve data quality,
timeliness, and coverage, integrate survey systems, strengthen collaboration with key stakeholders,
and address challenges through innovation to ensure Malaysia’s services trade statistics remain robust,
comprehensive, and responsive to new and emerging economic activities.

In today’s rapidly evolving global economy,
statistics on international trade in services
must adapt to digitalisation, new business
models, and shifting investment flows.
Through WGSITS, we ensure ASEAN’s statistical
systems remain relevant, comparable, and
trusted to drive evidence-based decisions
and sustainable regional growth, ,’

- YBhg. Dato’ Sri. Dr. Mohd Uzir Mahidin,
Chief Statistician Malaysia & Chair of the 15" Session of the
ASEAN Community Statistical System Committee (ACSS15)
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WGSITS BACKGROUND

The original Terms of Reference (ToR) of the Task Force on Statistics on International Trade in Services
(TFSITS) were adopted on 26-27 January 2010 at the Tenth ASEAN Heads of Statistical Offices Meeting in
Chiang Mai, Thailand.

During the Second Meeting of the ASEAN Community Statistical System (ACSS) Sub-Committee on
Planning and Coordination (SCPC) in July 2012, it was proposed that the TFSITS be converted into the
Working Group on SITS (WGSITS) for the following reasons:

1) To reflect its permanent status within the decision making framework of the ACSS Committee;

2) To take account that the initiative on the harmonisation of SITS is no longer completely new; and

3) To address the emerging needs for more detailed, more comparable, and more comprehensive SITS
in various forms.

Thus, the proposed WGSITS ToR was founded on the originally approved TFSITS ToR, incorporating the
necessary amendments to establish the new status of the Working Group.

TERMS OF REFERENCE

GENERAL OBJECTIVES

1. The main purpose of establishing The Working Group on Statistics on International Trade in Services,
hereinafter referred to as WGSITS, is to promote the development and harmonization of SITS in
support of the ASEAN evidence-based policy in monitoring the free flow of services within the ASEAN
Economic Community as well as between ASEAN and the global economy.

2. The WGSITS shall carry out its functions and activities under the purview of the ASEAN Community
Statistical System (ACSS) Committee in the statistical domain of international trade in services (SITS),
including foreign affiliates statistics (FATS).

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

3. The WGSITS aims, in particular to identify issues in the current system of collecting, producing and
disseminating SITS in ASEAN, and recommend appropriate measures towards more regular:

a. collection and dissemination of timely, high quality and comparable SITS, including FATS;

b. Assist the ASEAN Secretariat in the development and enhancement of the minimum
requirements/regional standards/common references of the national and regional databases on
SITS within the context of international standards;

c. Monitor adherence to and recommend measures to improve compliance with agreed international
methodological standards and/or agreed regional frameworks and standards, and specifications in
the compilation and reporting of SITS by the ASEAN Member States; and

d. Promote and facilitate the sharing of knowledge/experiences/best practices in the compilation of
SITS.
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' WELCOMING REMARKS '

by by by

Ms. Sri Wardhani Bakri YBhg. Dato’ Sri. Dr. Mohd Uzir Mahidin
Chief Statistician Malaysia &
Chair of the 15 Session of the ASEAN

Ms. Nguyen Thuy Quynh
National Statistics Office of Vietnam, Senior Officer,
Chair of WGSITS12 ASEAN Secretariat

MEETING AGENDA

AGENDA1

14"  Session ACSS Committee
report & 29" SCPC highlights

AGENDA 2

WGSITS Multi-Year Work Plan
(MYP)

AGENDA 3

SITS-related indicators in the list
of Key Outcome Indicators (KOlIs)

AGENDA 4

SITS Data Status Report

AGENDA S

National Work Plan on SITS
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Community Statistical System
Committee (ACSS15)

AGENDA 6

Sharing of AMS’ good practices on
SITS-related issues

AGENDA 7

Release of International Standards
related to SITS

AGENDA 8

ASEAN-Help-ASEAN Framework
(AHAF)

AGENDA 9

Other matters
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MEDIA STATEMENT

ASEAN Malaysia Chaimanship 2025

nmanumgum Sorvices rnms«.umnm Resilie
and Future-Ready Regior

the g
Statstcs of Intermational Trade in Sorvices (WGSITS)

PORT DICKSON, 9 Soptambar 2025 — Tho 12 Maeting of the Working Group on

Statistics of Intamational Trade in Services (WGSITST2) was successtlly conducted

from & 109 Septembor 2025 n Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan. Mafaysia. The mosting,

nosted by the Departmant of Stalistics Molaysia (DOS), gathored delegatos from
M) and the ASEAN Secretariat

o methodological avancements, share best practices, and strengthan statstical

10 DS welcoming remarks, CIve! Stalisteian MaiaySio and Chai of 1he 15th ASEAN
Community Statistical System (ACSS15), YBhg. Dato’ Sri Dr. Mohd Uzir Mahidin,
underined the Sgnifcance of WGSITST2 a3 & vital platiorm for ASEAN to daepen

cooperation,
trade stalistcs in line with intemational standards A reliable and fonwara-ooking
statistics are crucial fo support ASEAN's polcy-making, economic integration, and
sustainable deve I today’s rapily evolving global acanomy, statisics on
intomational rade in services must adagH 10 dgaNSANON, new buSness MOJYls, and
shifting investment flows. Thiough WGSITS, we ensure ASEAN's statistical systems
AR ok e BN i 13 0 N ] RO
sustainable regional gromth " ho sai

WGSITS12 sorved ASEAN prograss of past
intatives and chat the way oward (or the next five years: Delegates aiscussed the
achovamartssnd oalinges s comgiing 0 shirg tasics an e i orvces
kel N dun B ot e et e b g The
20626-2030,
il ASEAN's sroaco sooromss goas. 1 odlen, pariipani eucharged vews o
srengthening cooperation Niough the ASEAN-HEIp-ASEAN Framewerk, ang wer

BAHASA MELAYU

KENYATAAN MEDIA

PENGERUSI ASEAN MALAYSIA 2025

Memperkasa Statistik Perdagangan Perkhidmatan ASEAN ke Arah Rantau yang
ipan dan Berdaya Saing

Statistk Pordagangan
Perkhiomatan Antarabangsa (WGSITS)

PORT DICKSON, 9 September 2025 — Mesyuaral ke-12 Kumpulan Karja mengenai

Stk Pardagangan Paktimaran Ararabangia (WG smmy elah baraya
bilan, Mala

Mesyuarat ini telah dianjurkan oleh Jabatan Parangkaan Ms\lysn (DOSHM) cergan

(ASEANStats) untu membincangikan perkembangan metodoiogi, berkongsi amalan
torbaik, serta memporkukuh Kerjasama statistk dolam bidang perdagangan
perknidmatan antarabangsa

Dalarn ueapon alu-aluan bekau, Ketus Perangkawan Makaysia meranghap Pengernsi
Sistem Statistk Komunil ASEAN ke-15 (ACSS1S), YBhg. Dato’ Sr Dr. Mohd Uz
M, manegusian rapentgan WOSITST2 sbagl platem i bag ASEAN
rasama, i momperbaik
T s katepatan masa statstk peragangan pamnﬂmaun i Girgm
piawaian aniarabangsa, Statistk yang boleh dipercayal dan berwawasan adslah
peniing bagi menyakong penggubalan dasar ASEAN, integrasi ekonomi serta
pembangunan mampan. “Dalam perkembangan pesat ckonomi glabal hari ni. siatistik
Perdagangan pedricmaan onlaishangss oy dsosuskan dengn ponG9La
Molali WGSITS,
Kami memaskkan sistom siatistk ASEAN kekal relevan, bojeh ddandingkan, dan
diyakini untuk memacu haputusan berasaskan bukli serta partumbuhan serantau yang
mampan.” katanya.

WGSITS12 berperanan sabagai platiomm penting untuk ASEAN menilsi kemajuan

it rcatuly dan merangha il 1 lma (ahun skan datang delegasi
pancapaian can cabaran dalam penyediaan seta perkongsian

Vatalk poriagangan. sotkdmatan. temesikian bogsmana daa Cumout dan
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updaled on upcoming intemationsl guidelines that wil shape the future of frede in
sarvices stafishics

(amS), aiong

in 2024, which grew by 12.2 per cent o USD1.28 tillkon. Exports incressed by
4.0 por cont ta USDSSTS billon, whis imparts roso by 10.2 por cant fo
USDB18.5 diion, resuiting in & 1Face Surplys of USDHB.3 bilkon, inra-ASEAN trade in
services also expanded, with exports climbing by 131 per cent o USD82.0 bilion and
mpots by 13.3 per cent fo USDES 9 billon, making up ndarly 14.0 por conl of 1o

's folal services trade. Tis posiive momentum highlhts the recovery in tavel
a5 wallas the

and|
across ASEAN.
As pint of Malaysio's chairmanship, DOSM presented s nolionsl work plan ond its
experience on Statistics of intemational Trave in Services (SITS) eompiation, which

underscores efforts 1o improve data qually, enhiance timeliness, and sirangthen
coverage in ine with inlemational standards. The work plan aiso reflects Malaysia’s
and

i These
measures are aimad at ensuring that Malaysia's stalistcs on rada in services remain
robost,

the upcaming ASEAN Economic Community Stiategic Plan 2026-2030 and ASEAN'S

Post-2025 davelopment vision. Maleysia, s ASEAM Chair 2025, maffrmed its

readiness o continuously support thse callectivo offorts, ersuring ihal sorvices
inctusive, and resiient

i
wil chair the 15 ASEAN Communiy Sfatistcal System Committee (ACSS15) which
aims fo siengihen the statistical cooperation fowards sustainable  rogianal
asveiopment

Maaysia, bt e st rn, e a3 i o () gobatyin e s Oper Outa
Inventory (ODI 197
ather mnrm i et a8 significant jeap from is 67 position in the
ODIN 202223 assessment

itertitkan di seluruh rantau ini. Mesyuarat juga menumpukan kepada penyediaan

pelan keja baharu bagi 2026-2030 dengan menpelaraskan Stalistk Perdagangan

perkhidmatan kepada matiamat ekonomi ASEAN yang leth luss. Selain i,

peserta bortukar pandangan mengenal pengukuhan karasama melalui Kerangka
tackini

secara
anggota ASEAN (AMS), beriama vwakl Malaysa dan Sekretarial ASEAN
(ASEANstats).

Para dolegasi juga mengambd maklum mengenai prestasi kukuh pardagangan
perkhidmatan antarabangsa ASEAN pada tahun 2024, yang meningkat sabanyak

3trion. sabanyak 14 hepack
USOS679 bien, manckela import naik sebayak 102 peras kepeda
, sekal USD48 3 bilon

sabanyak 13.1 poratus kepada USDS2.0 biion dan import sebanyak 13.3 peratus.
kepada USDB5S bilon, merangkumi hampir 14.0 poratus daripada jumiah
persagengan posnismetan ssants orertun pos i mencrjan pemuinen
dalam perkhidmatan pelancengan dan penganghutan, serta pertul

perknidmatan cigital dan pamiagaan di selurun ASEAN,

Sebagai sabahagian dafisada pengerusian Malaysia, DOSM membsntangkan pelan
Kefia kebangsaan serta pengolaman dalam penyecian Stalistk Perdagangan
Perkhidmatan Antarabangsa (SITS) yang menekankan usaha meningkatkan kuali

la, mempercepalian ketepatan masa, dan momperuas putan Sejdjar dengan
pimweian anlarabangsa. Pelen kera ini juga mencerminken inisialil Meleysia unink
pinak utama yang
berkepeniingan serta menangani cabaran penyeciaan staiisik melalui inovasi dan
penambahiaikan teknikal, Langkahlangkah ini bortujuan unkuk memastikan siabstk
peraagangan perkhidmaton Malaysia kekal kukuh, menyeluiun, senth paka temadap
Kagiatan ekonmi bahar dan skonomi sedang muncul

Hasi WGSITSI12 skan ranyumbang kepeda penysiarasan nsif salsk ASEAN

togik Komunti Ekonomi ASEAN 2026-2030 yang bakal
Gomonahan sa o seroangIn prta 2025 ASEAN. ok wboge
Pengenssi ASEAN
borsopadu, mamsiikan staistk perdagangan perkhidmatan & selurh ranau keksl
inovau, terangkum dan berdaya tahan,

Kepengerusian ASEAN-Malaysia 2025: Jabatan Perangkaan Malaysia (DOSM) akan
mampsngerusikan Jawatankuasa Sistam Stabstk Kemuni ASEAN Ka-15 (AGSS15)
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The Goverment of Malysia has deslared October 20° us Neinal Statistcs Day
iy ' Moanwhil, the Fourth
Workd Staistics Day wil be calsbraled on 207 Oclobar 2025, wih ha theme ‘Dring
Ghange with Quality Statisics and Data for Everyone'

OpenDOSM NextGen is a medium thal provides data catalogue and visualisations o
facittato users’

THE OFFICE OF CHIEF STATISTICIAN MALAYSIA
DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS MALAYSIA
9 SEPTEMBER 2025
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yang bertujuan uniuk memperkukuh keriasama statisbk ke arah pembangunan
serantay yang mampan

Malaysia buat julung Kalinya tefah menduduki tangga pertama (1) di paringkat global

Opan Data Wakch (ODW), mengalasi 197 pegs o Pencapaian ini menzpakan
o 67 dal

Kerajaan Malaysia tolah mengieytharkan 20 Oklobor sebogai Hari Statisti Negara
(MyStats Day), dengan toma “Statistk NaGi Kehidupan.” Sementara itu, Hoan Statsti
Dunia Keempat akan desambut pada 20 Oklober 2025 dengan terna Driving Change
with Qualty Statistics and Data for Everyon.

©panDOSM NexiGan adalah medium yang menyediakan katalog data dan visualisasi
bag! memucankan pengguna menganalsis pelbagal data dan belen diskses melsiui
hitps flopen dosm.gow my

Dikeluarkan ole!
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THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA

L
ASEAMN - MALAVSIA CHAIBMANSHIP 3058
THE 12° MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON
STATISTICS OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN SERVICES

A
ATEAN - MALAYHA CHARMANTHIP 2015

THE 12" MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON
STATISTICS OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN SERVICES

AHLAN - MALAYHIA SHARMARTHIP 1525

THE 12 MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON
STATISTICS OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN SERVICES

WGESITS12, (wasITS12) (wesITsiz)

RS 1T NN A A, ALATEA

5 EDIVS &
sen Q1060 0

=%

© DS B

Lol T A e e
ASEAN - MALAYEIA CHARMANTH® 1026 ASEAM = MALAYSIA CHAIRMANSHIP 2018 ASEAN = MALA YSLA CHARMANSHIP 2008
THE 12" MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE 12" MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE 12" MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON
STATISTICS OF INTERMATIOMAL TRADE IN SERVICES STATISTICS OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN SERVICES STATISTICS OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN SERVICES
(wasITsiz) (wesmsiz) (WesITs12)
L o+ serruesen st | oo s an maLaTiA ]
= ' .
A i ASEAN
T LU E ————
o Pk +

w Depariment of Statistics, Malaysia & with DrUizir Mabidin

8 September 1 15:25 - &

&
=
o
Ex
E‘i )
Tz

b
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o . 2

e <l
§2th Meeting of the ASEAN Working Group oa Statistics of International Trade in Services
IWGSITS1Z)
YBhyg. Diate” Sei Dr. Mohd Uzic Mahidin, Chief Statistician Malaysia S Chair of the 15th Session of
th ASEAN Community Statistical System Commitiee (ACSS15) will deliver remarks for the 12th

ananln 2025 Meeeting of the ASEAN Workang Geoup on SIASTICE of Ilemational Trace i Senvices (WGSTS12).

The mesti for 2¢k s 3025 at Kl Pt Dicksa
INCLUSIVITY AND SUSTAINABILITY N‘_q:‘ sﬂ'"_i“m privkariy eSO AT RIS
ASEAN-MALAYS IA CHAI R MANSHI P 2025 The meeting aims to discuss, among others, the implementation and the review of the WGSITS

Meiti-Year Wor Pan, the: results of self-assessment an Code of Bractice (Cof) Section 8, Statistical
Process and €. Statistical utput, the $ITS data submission and dissemination status 35 well a5 the
impiementation of ASEAN belp ASEAN Framework [AHAF),

THE 12TH MEETING OF THE
WORKING GROUP ON STATISTICS OF
INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN SERVICES

(WGSITS12)
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA
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Doesn't matter far or near
Strength in numbers
we don't live in fear

Birds of feather flock together
Statistics our form of adour
We, will always live it up

Prechorus

So let us live in solidarity

And in the world arena we'll succeed
Itis statistics that will come to be

The reason we will bloom in harmony

Chorus
Everybody undivided

Data's where our hearts reside in
There will always be a bind

fias e

MALAYSIA 2025

INCLUSIVITY AND SUSTAINABILITY

Just like fire that ignites
That's how brightly lit our dreams are
We'll reach higher than the stars

Sending love to one another
Leaving no one in a slumber
We will stand with unity

Mustering our courage while
Embracing our disparities
We'll achieve our victory

One dream with unity
One love with harmony
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